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Overview

▪ The concept of drug checking

▪ What are FTS and how does one use 

them?

▪ What does the research say?

▪ Insight/Dope Project/Focus Study

▪ Data collection

▪ Including FTS in programing 

▪ Legal issues
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The Concept of 
“Drug Checking”

3

▪ “Drug checking” is a service that chemically analyzes drug 

samples and provides results to people who use drugs so that they 

can take steps to protect themselves. 

▪ The results are also available to organizations or agencies to 

inform understanding of the drug supply. 

▪ Analysis

▪ Home use with immediate results

▪ Test strips

▪ On-site with immediate results

▪ Mass spectrometer

▪ On-site checking with test strips

▪ Mail-in 

▪ People who use drugs leave a small sample of drugs for testing and 

retrieve the results online or by phone using a code
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The Concept of 
“Drug Checking”

4

▪ The inconsistency of the drug 

supply and the lethality of 

fentanyl have increased 

interest in drug checking

▪ In recent years, Dance Safe, 

several SSPs in the United 

States, as well as Insite, the 

supervised consumption 

site in Vancouver, B.C., have 

distributed testing strips, to 

people who use drugs.

▪ This technology was 

originally developed to test 

the presence of fentanyl in 

urine samples
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Fentanyl Test Strips

▪ Urine test strips, very sensitive

▪ Detects 10 analogues including: carfentanil, acetyl fentanyl, 

furanyl fentanyl, ocfentanil, sufentanil

▪ 3.2% false negative rate, but always risk of missing analogues

▪ Add water to residue in cooker, dip in test strip, wait 30 seconds

▪ Made by BTNX in Canada

▪ $.70-$1.00 Pricing per unit

▪ https://www.btnx.com/Product?id=16940

▪ https://thehup.org/product/fentanyl-test-strips/

▪ BTNX contact: Mike Sunderani

▪ Michael@btnx.com

https://www.btnx.com/Product?id=16940
https://thehup.org/product/fentanyl-test-strips/
mailto:Michael@btnx.com
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How to 
Use FTS
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How to Use FTS 
with 

Methamphetamine
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Insite Study
(2017)

▪When able to test their drugs 

before use, people who 

discovered the presence of 

fentanyl were 10 times more 

likely to reduce their doses 

and 25% less likely to 

overdose. 
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Fentanyl Overdose Reduction Checking Analysis Study 
(FORECAST) Study
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Forecast Study
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▪Sherman, S.G., Park, J.N., Glick, J., McKenzie, M., 
Morales, K., Christensen, T., Green, T.C. (2018) 
FORECAST Study Summary Report. Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health. 
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FORECAST Study Recommendations

1. Public health and harm reduction agencies should address logistical 
questions and implement anonymous drug checking 

2. Harm reduction counseling, health education, and connection to 
services including SUD treatment should be part of any drug checking 
program

3. Research, philanthropic, syringe service programs, and overdose 
prevention agencies should support pilot programs seeking to test, 
evaluate, and scale-up drug checking services as part of a 
comprehensive approach

4. Entities in the private sector should continue to develop mobile 
technologies for effective drug checking

5. Public health surveillance efforts should include information about 
local trends in the drug supply, such as those available through drug 
checking, to inform timely and accurate responses
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Fentanyl Test Strip Pilot
DOPE Project and Syringe Access Collaborative, August -December 2017, San Francisco

▪ Variety of testing scenarios: often residue in cookers or empty bags

▪ Variety of drugs tested:

− crystal meth/speed (32.2%)

− black tar heroin (37.2% ) other types of heroin (14.1) 

− other drugs included crack cocaine, powdered cocaine, Xanax, ecstasy, unmarked 
pills, and meth/heroin mixes. 

▪ 68.2% of all tests were positive

▪ 51.8% tested before using, 48.2% after using

▪ 58.8% shared results of the test with their community, regardless of whether 
the result was positive or negative.

▪ User responses: using less, test shots, friend monitoring while using, smoking 
instead of injecting.

Source: National Harm Reduction Coalition
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Data Collection for 
Public Health and 

PWUD

“Keep it Simple”
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Fentanyl Positive Test Strips by Test Site, 9/1/2017-2/28/2018

▪ Source: North Carolina Harm Reduction Coalition, March 2018

▪ Analysis: Injury Epidemiology and Surveillance Unit
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“The most important 
measure for us is the 
behavior change to 

reduce overdose risk”
SSP Director, Colorado

21
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Drug User 
Information 

Sharing: 

Wilmington SSP 
FTS Results 2017

22
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Awareness and Education
Washington Heights Corner Project, New York
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FTS in Programing

▪ Focus on people who actively use drugs

▪ Program Distribution Priorities:

▪ Drug user health hubs

▪ SSPs

▪ Sterile pipe/bubble/sterile straw access 

programs

▪ Groups focused on justice involved 

people

▪ Sex workers

▪ MOUD providers who serve active users

24
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Legal Issues

▪ State paraphernalia laws

▪ SSP exceptions

▪ NC and Colorado passed unique 

legislation to decriminalize test strips

▪ Immunity for possession at an 

overdose

▪ Law enforcement practice
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Questions?
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