Mental Health Steering Committee
Workgroups
Developing Useful Information Resources – Create packaged presentations, tool kits, policy guidelines and facts sheets:  e.g. why specialized training is important.
Contact: Denise Johnson – djohnson@independencefirst.org, Katy Schmidt - katymschmidt@gmail.com 

Licensing – Address licensing roadblocks for Deaf/Hard of Hearing/Deaf-Blind providers.
Contact: Hollie Barnes Spink – hollie.barnes@wesp-dhh.wi.gov,  Brad Munger – Brad.munger@wisconsin.gov,  Melani Kaplan – Melani.kaplan@wisconsin.gov,  Denise Johnson – djohnson@independencefirst.org

Tele-Health – Expanding Utilization of Tele-Health.
Contact: Hollie Barnes Spink – hollie.barnes@wesp-dhh.wi.gov,  Brad Munger – Brad.munger@wisconsin.gov,  Melani Kaplan – Melani.kaplan@wisconsin.gov 

Seeking Financial Resources for Support – Seek out possibility for private and public finance resources to support advancement of the goals & strategies in the strategic plan.
Contact: Eve Eiseman – saftaeve@gmail.com,  Brad Munger – Brad.munger@wisconsin.gov,  Melani Kaplan – Melani.kaplan@wisconsin.gov 

Representation Opportunities on Key Boards, Councils & Committees – Identify  appropriate Boards, councils, commissions that relate to the goals of the strategic plan; identify representatives who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, or Deaf-Blind to serve; support the process.
Contact: Eve Eiseman – saftaeve@gmail.com, Shel Gross – shelgross@tds.net, Hollie Barnes Spink – hollie.barnes@wesp-dhh.wi.gov

Use of Technology to Increase Collaborative Partnership – Explore and create communication vehicles (e.g. website, e news list-serve format, etc.). 
Contact: Katy Schmidt – katymschmidt@gmail.com
Suggested Additional Resources: 
· National Technical Assistance Center for State Mental Health Planning (NTAC). Cultural Diversity Series: Meeting the Mental Health Needs of Persons Who Are Deaf, by A. Barry Critchfield, Ph.D., May 2002. Print.
· http://nad.org/issues/health-care/mental-health-services/position-statement-supplement
· www.adara.org
· www.mhit.org
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Denise Johnson
Project Coordinator AODA Services for the Deaf/Hard of Hearing
IndependenceFirst
540 South 1st Street
Milwaukee, WI   53204
414-291-7520 (V/TTY)
414-226-8319 Direct TTY
866-716-3481 VP Relay
414-937-5910 Direct VP
414-291-7525 (FAX)
djohnson@independencefirst.org
www.independencefirst.org
http://deafaodawi.org
https://www.wisconsinat4all.com

Office for the Deaf & Hard of Hearing Central Office
1 West Wilson Street
Room 451
Madison, WI 53707-7851
608-264-9899 (FAX)
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/sensory

Director
Linda Huffer
608-266-5641
Linda.Huffer@wisconsin.gov

Human Services Program Coordinator
Melani Kaplan
608-266-8567 (Voice)
608-338-0860 (VP)



