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June 14, 2011
Dear Mental Health Task Force Member,

We appreciate your partnership and participation in the Milwaukee Mental Health Task Force during these challenging times. Our new membership year will begin on July 1 and we urge you to renew your membership to ensure that the work of the task force can continue.

The Milwaukee Mental Health Task Force was formed in 2004, in response to a crisis in inpatient psychiatric services that exposed major gaps in Milwaukee's system of mental health care.  The task force includes over 50 organizations who work collaboratively to identify issues faced by people affected by mental illness, facilitate improvements in services, give consumers and families a strong voice, reduce stigma, and implement recovery principles. 

We are asking for your help in sustaining the important work of the task force by joining or renewing your membership.  Your membership and support will enable the Task Force to continue our work as a positive force for systems change, cover a portion of staff costs to coordinate the task force, and ensure that our programs are open to all. We welcome both organizational members and “community supporters” - individuals who want to support the task force.

Your contribution will support:

· Public policy work of the task force on legislation impacting quality and accessible mental care.

· Advocating for mental health services in the Milwaukee County and state budgets, including sponsoring meetings with elected officials, candidate forums, and development of legislative and budget alerts for our members.  In the past 12 months, we have hosted forums with candidates for Governor, County Executive, and state legislature.
· Taking a leadership role in the Adult Mental Health System Redesign Initiative.

· Continued collaborative work on an action plan to address mental illness in the criminal justice system.

· Supporting the continuing development of the Crisis Intervention Training program which has trained over 200 Milwaukee Police Department personnel and 180 Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Department personnel.

· Supporting the development and operation of the Crisis Resource Center, increased outpatient services, and other models for diversion from the criminal justice system and from emergency rooms.
· Our next summit which will focus on youth mental health and will include development of an action plan.
· Task force administration including maintaining the web site and listserv, coordinating forums and other meetings with elected officials, developing task force position papers and legislative testimony, writing funding proposals, and serving as the fiscal agent/
All members will be recognized and honored in task for materials and at the summit.  We hope you will support the work of the task force by committing to an annual membership fee and continue to work with us to facilitate improvements in service, give consumers and families a strong voice, reduce stigma, and implement recovery principles.  Please return the enclosed form with your check by July 5, 2011.  Thank you for your partnership.
Milwaukee Mental Health Task Force Co-Chairs

Marilyn Walczak

Mary Neubauer

The Milwaukee Mental Health Task Force is committed to being a leader in identifying issues faced by all people affected by mental illness, facilitating improvements in mental health services, giving consumers and families a strong voice, reducing stigma, and implementing recovery principles.�
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