Make It Work Milwaukee! Coalition

Strengthening Milwaukee County through better health and human services

2011 COUNTY BUDGET ACTION ALERT

11/1/10
Your Action is Required to Support the Safety Net in Milwaukee County!

What: On November 8th, the County Board will vote on their amended 2011 budget.  The budget, and new amendments passed by the Finance Committee, support essential services.  
Key decision-makers MUST HEAR FROM ADVOCATES NOW.

Basics of the Proposed Budget: 
· The budget retains current funding levels for disability services, the Interim Disability Assistance Program (IDAP), and 2-1-1. It adds new funds for mental health services in response to advocate requests.  
· Amendments from the Finance Committee maintain hours of operations and frequency of routes, restore funds for the Criminal Justice Resource Center, and adds new funding for a north side Crisis Resource Center and universal screening.  

· Funding these services requires a modest 2% property tax increase, as approved in the Finance Committee budget. This would be $6.09 annually on an average home in Milwaukee – 50 cents a month.
OPPORTUNITIES TO TAKE ACTION

· Contact your County Supervisor NOW.  Ask them to support our priorities in the budget: fully funding health and human services and transit/paratransit, increased funding for mental health services, and a modest property tax increase to fund these services.
· Attend the Nov. 1 public hearing, 7 PM, Washington Park Senior Center, 4420 W. Vliet.  Arrive early and wear red!  We will have a small number of speakers and stand together in solidarity.
Main Messages: Before November 8: Write or call county supervisors and include these messages. SHARE A PERSONAL STORY! Please include your full name, address and phone.
· During these tough times, please support our county’s safety net which is needed now more than ever. I support the modest increase in the property tax approved by the Finance Co. to fund these services.  

· Maintain funding for vulnerable people through disability services, mental health services, IDAP and 211.

· Milwaukee’s mental health system is in an absolute crisis. Support the increased funding that is urgently needed for outpatient services, the Crisis Resource Center, Trauma Informed Care training, technical assistance on safety concerns, and more staff at the Mental Health Complex. 
· Support these amendments:  
Develop a north side Crisis Resource Center to promote diversion and reduce use of costly crisis and inpatient care.  
Develop a plan to downsize Hilltop and provide with residents supports and services to build a good life in the community.  
· Look at overall mental health system needs as recommended in the Public Policy Forum report before deciding on moving forward with planning a new hospital.

· Transportation to access food, employment and health care is critical to our elderly and people with disabilities. Cutting transit hours is not a savings solution and puts people in serious jeopardy. Fully fund the fixed route and paratransit system, and support the amendment to maintain hours of operations and frequency of routes.

· Support amendments to fund the Criminal Justice Resource Center (CJRC) Day Reporting Center and Universal screening. The CJRC is cost effective because it reduces recidivism and better re-entry in the community, as compared with those receiving conventional sentences.
The recession has hit people with disabilities, the elderly, and low income families extremely hard and maintaining our county’s safety net is more critical than ever.  Thank you for your leadership in maintaining vital services at this time of great need in our community.
	Milwaukee County Elected Officials – Contact Information

	County Executive Scott Walker
901 N. 9th Street
Courthouse, Room 306
Milwaukee, WI 53233-1458 

414-278-4211 /Fx:  414-223-1375 

countyexec@milwcnty.com

	Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors
Milwaukee County Courthouse
901 North 9th Street, RM 201
Milwaukee, WI 53233
Phone: 414-278-4222     Fax: 414-278-1380



	Note: If you are not sure who your supervisor is, call the main number 278-4222.

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS ARE NOTED WITH AN *.

	District
	Supervisor
	Phone
	E-mail

	1. 
	Theodore Lipscomb
	278-4257
	Theodore.Lipscomb@milwcnty.com

	2. 
	Nikiya Harris
	278-4278
	nikiya.harris@milwcnty.com

	3. 
	Gerry Broderick
	278-4237
	gerry.broderick@milwcnty.com

	4. 
	Marina Dimitrijevic
	278-4232
	marina.dimitrijevic@milwcnty.com

	5. 
	Lee Holloway
	278-4261
	lee.holloway@milwcnty.com

	6. 
	Joseph Rice
	278-4243
	joseph.rice@milwcnty.com

	7. 
	Michael Mayo Sr.*
	278-4241
	michael.mayo@milwcnty.com

	8. 
	Patricia Jursik *
	278-4231
	patricia.jursik@milwcnty.com

	9. 
	Paul Cesarz
	278-4267
	paul.cesarz@milwcnty.com

	10. 
	Elizabeth Coggs *
	278-4265
	Elizabeth.Coggs@milwcnty.com

	11. 
	Mark Borkowski
	278-4253
	mark.borkowski@milwcnty.com

	12. 
	Peggy West *
	278-4269
	peggy.west@milwcnty.com

	13. 
	Willie Johnson Jr. *
	278-4233
	willie.johnson@milwcnty.com

	14. 
	Christopher Larson
	278-4252
	Chris.Larson@milwcnty.com

	15. 
	Lynne De Bruin
	278-4263
	lynne.debruin@milwcnty.com

	16. 
	John Weishan, Jr.
	278-4255
	john.weishan@milwcnty.com

	17. 
	Joe Sanfelippo
	278-4247
	joe.sanfelippo@milwcnty.com

	18. 
	Johnny L. Thomas *
	278-4259
	johnny.thomas@milwcnty.com

	19. 
	Luigi Schmitt *
	278-4273
	james.schmitt@milwcnty.com


The following supervisors serve on Finance and Audit:

 

Finance and Audit Committee - Elizabeth Coggs, Chair

Committee Members: Johnny L. Thomas, Vice Chair, Michael Mayo, Sr., Jim "Luigi Schmitt, Willie Johnson, Jr., Peggy West, Patricia Jursik
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