Milwaukee Mental Health Task Force Minutes
May 10th, 2011
Introductions

Task Force meeting participants introduced themselves and briefly explained what they do.  This was done so that everyone is more aware of others’ roles in the community relating to mental health and reasons for participating in the task force.

· Roseann Schmidt (DBSA) – runs support group and DBSA

· Rachel Morgan – (Black Health Coalition) - to maintain a BHC presence at the MHTF

· Jim Kubicek – Oversees BHD operations

· Martina Gollin-Graves - MHA

· Matt Raymond – (Community Advocates) – Project that helps individuals with homelessness, MI, and AODA issues.
· Liz Ford – DRW – mental health advocate

· Paul Brodwin – UWM

· Debra Kraft – Community Advocates PPI

· Jim Hill – MCFI (“mental health policy geek”)

· Lyn Malofsky – Warmline 

· Cherie Robertson (MPD CIT coordinator) – works closely with NAMI setting up CIT trainings for officers

· Serge Blasberg – (Grand Avenue Club and Peerlink) – clubhouse movement, peer specialist expert

· Chris Stella – started support groups in Waukesha County re: mental health

· Jim Mathy – manages county’s homeless housing programs

· Sue Adlam – advanced practice nurse in psychiatry – works at iCare.  Works with high-impact team – people needing a lot of support and services.  Goes to BHD weekly.
· Sue Clark – Vital Voices for Mental Health – advocates for individuals using MH services in county.  Provide a consumer helpline.  Surveys and feedback

· Colleen Aird – Our Space – here as a resource and to find out what issues may be affecting members

· Peter Hoeffel – NAMI Greater Milwaukee executive director – Education, advocacy, and support. Programs. Used to be the MHTF chair in its infancy.

· Sanda Szabo – Managed Health Services – SSI consumer advocate.  
· Mark Flower – Dryhootch – Outreach in the community re: PTSD and TBI.  On TF steering committee.

· Sedika – Certified Peer Support Specialist – works with Peerlink

· Robin Pedersen – Sojourner Family Center  - volunteers at the shelter – takes info/resources from MHTF meetings to shelter residents and staff.

· Gregory John – representing the Erica John Fund and as a family member of a person with mental illness.  Trying to stay in the conversation

· Barbara Beckert – DRW Milwaukee Office director and Task Force coordinator.  Handles policy and systemic issues.  Co-chairs Make It Work Milwaukee.

· Marilyn Walczak – Community Advocates PPI –  MTHF co-chair. Participation in Task Force gives better opportunity to make public policy changes

· Mary Neubauer – Community Advocates, Autumn West – MHTF co-chair

· Tom Reed – Public Defender’s Office – here because the way that we treat people with mental illness in the criminal justice system needs to change.  Can be a resource to people who are trying to advocate for someone in the jails/prisons.

Update on Supportive Housing in Milwaukee County – Jim Mathy (Milw County Housing Division)

Empowerment Village – previously Oakton Manor CBRF.  Cardinal Capital and Our Space run it. Services: Peer Support specialist services 8 – 8 M-F, support groups, rounds, check up on ADLs, etc.
Empowerment Village – Lincoln – (upcoming 8/1 – 9/1) 30 units, all for BHD consumers.  Opening Fall 2011.

Farwell Studios – East side location.  Stimulus $$ through neighborhood stabilization program.  Residents that were already there stayed – open units were turned into the supported apartments.  Many residents from New Sumaria (which closed) moved into the Farwell units.  Supported by Homeless Prevention and Rapid Rehousing program, so residents have 6 months rent-free.  Koppas is currently delivering lunches to apartments as needed.  Mixed population – half for BHD consumers.

Veterans Manor – (upcoming fall 2011) 52 units for veterans. Very nice building  On-site job training.  35th and Wisconsin.
Capuchin Apartments – 38 units, some homeless units, some section 8 for BHD consumers and some other section 8 units.

UMCS Phase III –  (upcoming summer 2012) scattered site units and 10-unit 2 bedroom apartments.
Highland Commons –  (upcoming - possibly fall 2012)The “new” New Sumaria.  Tenants formerly at New Sumaria will have the option of moving back.  50 1 BR units.  First one outside of city of Milwaukee (West Allis) – significant b/c harder to get other communities to accept supportive housing.

Question: How do consumers know units are available?  Answer: BHD units are occupied through referrals from case managers.
Question: Criminal Background Checks?  Answer: Milwaukee County is willing to waive background checks (criminal and credit, etc) assuming developer is comfortable.  Two exceptions: Sex offender registry and arson history.

Question: What if a case manager does not want to refer a consumer – is there an appeal process?  Answer: Not really – would be looked at on a case-by-case basis

Question: What is the status of Section 8 vouchers?  Answer: County can “project base” 20% of the $11 million in funding for voucher $$ for the county (assuming the county policy continues this).  After that, no more $$ available to subsidize units.  So would need an additional allocation from HUD which has not been received in several years.
Question: Where are we at as far as meeting the need for affordable supportive housing?  Answer: Goal of roughly 125 units/year per 10-year homelessness prevention plan.  Property tax levy funding is a problem for continued development.  
Update on Supportive Housing Zoning Ordinance Changes – Debra Kraft, Community Advocates PPI

See packet for powerpoint that was presented to the Common Council re: supportive housing.  Articles by Meg Kissinger in 2006 re: horrible living conditions at West Sumaria created movement for special needs housing, supported apartments.  Two years ago, the Dept of City Devt was asked by the mayor to look at the zoning ordinances to make it more regulator-friendly for permanent supported housing and transitional living developments.  Workgroup was created that Debra Kraft has participated in – joined b/c of legislative advocacy.  Legislation was eventually drafted and the proposal ended up in front of Zoning and Development, but without sponsorship (this was a mistake).  At this point, have talked to every member of the Common Council who would speak to them.  
Track 1:  Next week Tuesday, proposal is to go before the Zoning and Development group (and then if it passes, the whole Common Council) allowing permanent supported housing to be developed without appearing before common council to change the zoning.  Projects always going through Board of Zoning Appeals, etc., due to increased density issues – costly and timely to go through these regulatory hoops.  Ideally, will speak to development issues by increasing density and allowing for fewer parking spaces for permanent supportive housing, and will avoid going through committees.  
Track 2: Current ordinance on transitional living facilities (places that provide “services” to tenants) says that you have to go through Board of Zoning Appeals Regulatory Oversight to get permit to build development for three or more unrelated individuals (fair housing issue).  Proposing a new definition that does not distinguish between landlords providing services or not.  Very close to passing out of Zoning and Development committee (hopefully).  If it does, goes to the Common Council where it will likely passed.
Peer specialists trainings and other updates – Mary Neubauer, Task Force Co-chair/Autumn West

There are 114 peer specialists in Wisconsin, 16 are from Milwaukee (18.2%).  Tomorrow 39 peer specialists will be taking the exam statewide.  Pass rate from 1/10- 2/11 was 66%, 85% in Feb 2011.  There is a map (in the packet) showing the distribution of peer specialists.  Training:  Crisis Grant can fund, but it’s a very small pool of $$.  Currently OurSpace is out of $$ to provide this training.

BHD Update – Jim Kubicek

Pretty far behind schedule with budget cycle – new county exec, etc.  Have not yet received the budget instructions from the county, so have very little idea about how things are going to shape up.
Resolution by Paula Lucey to create a Mental Health Redesign Task Force.  There are many initiatives going on right now – goal as a community to establish themes/continuity among the plans and bring everything together.  Peer support is a strong theme, HSRI report is comprehensive and data-driven, etc.  Hope is to get things solidified and going in the next 18 – 24 months.
County and State Budget and Policy Updates – Barbara Beckert, DRW

MHTF has invited County Exec Chris Abele to meet with us.  
Action Alert re: budget impact on mental health services is in the packet.  There are a lot of things that will hurt access to mental health services.  Also, proposed cap in Governor Walker’s budget on long term care services affects many with mental illness, waiting lists will not move.  Petition is circulating regarding this cap – also asking agencies to sign on their support.  If your organization hasn’t done so, we would like to list you as an agency that supports lifting the cap.
Other Updates/Events/Announcements
· Black Health Coalition of Wisconsin is having their 8th annual walk (see flyer) on June 4th, 2011.

· NAMI Walk is on May 21st.

· NAMI consumer Leadership Summit is in June
· Grand Avenue Club has annual dinner on June 9th – save the date.

